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the smell

of gunpowder

By Blenn Garvin:

TWASHIIGTON TMES STAFF "~

den Pastora stared suspiciously -at
“the ‘complicated .black camera, .a
mass of gears and motorsand:shut;
ters-and.other techno-junk whirring

and clicking like R2D2 in the thrall of roman-’
tic ~ecstasy, ~€eVven. qxhough' -no - human ~was

;',:::*,ls atbmken7 '&heasked the ph graph
#who:was rooting around in hisbagfor<om
inqr: :ﬁlm ﬂ‘heghotogmpher.assunedhun i

-appreaatw_e A gh \
nemxes”;i?ha

never eenon Ihe list; ~How could .

;}msSpentalmost ‘the wholenf; the;last
24 wears inthejungle; fighting first’to over- -

ahmw thu’uhng Somoza dynasty,and nowto ..

-unseat his former ‘revolutionary :compan
eros, the Sandinistas.

- Pastora — -better known, perhaps, as
ffCommander}Zero," “military hero of the
1979 revolution-—left his jungle camp in the
:swampy, malaria-infested south-of Nicara-
gua a week ago for his first legal visit (he's
been here a couple of times on covert gun-
:runmng missions) tothe United States, seek-
ing support for the rag-tag army of -grizzled
peasants.and-fuzzy-cheeked teen-ager he
‘believes ctan oust the turrent regime: »
FwThewar is* gomg"well" he says. “With the
'popular support,:it’s going in the best .of
wavys,even though the -economic support is
'almost»none.“; Inflation has run up the cost
of-even a bargain-basement guerrilla army;
Pastora’sdeputieshave estimated their costs’
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at $200,000 to $300,000a month. This.sum--
mer"the cash flow wasiso bad that Pastora:
haditopull his soldxe ut nf the field Ior;a
couple of weeks. : :
‘Olrpxe sproblem is Ihdt ‘the only well- hceled
patronof guer rilla armles that seck totopplc

T -

Marxist governments is the American CIA f
which .thus far has been backing a rival
group of Nicaraguan rebels. And for a long
time Pastora said he-wouldn't take "ClA
money anyway, the agency not having the
most savory of reputations in Central
America. '
“But now, Pastora says, he'll take money
from any source in order to keep {ighting —
even from the CIA. But he’s not expecting a
check in the mail any time soon. “1It’s very
difficult, very difficult,” he explains. *We
accept:money without-any conditions,.and
-very openly, too. But it’s very difficult for the:
American CIA to-give money without a-com-:
mitment from the pcrson they're vamg n
107"
“And Eden Pastora doesn t give manyv com—f
mitments of that kind, as his former Sandin-
jsta allies have discovered. When Pastora
left_his post as vxce-mxmstu of defensen.
the:Sandinista regime.in:1981 and then dis-
avowed ‘the government; shock -waves¥rip-3
pledxhrough Central America. For, until'the:
momenthe turned his:back on them, there:
wasno Tiore dedlcalecl‘Sandmlsta than’Pas
tora himself. - :

% Hejoined theS dinista ]‘ront of I\dnona
'L*xberatxon m 1ts mfancy, in"1959. But:

strongmen -who: zh sruled’ lemgua.if L]
decades — much .eatlier; at the age of 741{
wasthen that hisfather was murdcred bythe
Somocista National Guard. =
¥ Too many such ~murders, coupled cwit
widespread corruption, would eventually
turn most Nicaraguans against the Somoza
dynasty. But in those early dayvs, the Sandin-
istas were very much alonc. And almost
from the first day, Pastora specialized4n
missions that were seemingly suicidal’His
very first battle was an attack on an army
barracks in the little border town of Las.
Trojes. 4
. “We were only.35 men fighting a wholc S
garrlson of 250 10 300, he later recalled. ™It
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